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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/140,831 



Applicantis) 



Welts 



Examiner 



Vanaman 



Art Unit 

3618 




MONTH(S) FROM 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2_ 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 la). In no event, however, may a reply be tinnely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty {30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the nrwiling date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 14, 2002 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) K Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice un^BX Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 7-72 is/are pending In the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) K Claim(s)^22 

6) n Claim(s) 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a) □ accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved bjD disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)n Some* cjD None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) [J Interview Summary (PTO-4131 Paper Nots). 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5| Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 521 

3) O Infornwtion Disclosure Statementis) (PTO-1449) Paper Nets). 6) O Other: 



U. S. Patent and Tradenvirlc Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 21 



Application/Control Number: 09/140,83 1 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3618 



Presentation of Original Specification and Claims 

1 . The specification is objected to as it has not been presented in the manner required by 37 
CFR 1. 173, specifically, the specification has been presented in standard application form, rather 
than as a copy of the patent, in double column format, each page on a single sheet of paper (see 
37 CFR L 173(a)(1). 

§ 1.173 Reissue specification, drawings, and amendments. 

(a) Contents of a reissue application. An application for reissue must contain the entire 
specification, including the claims, and the drawings of the patent. No new matter shall be 
introduced into the application. No reissue patent shall be granted enlarging the scope of the 
claims of the original patent unless applied for within two years fi*om the grant of the original 
patent, pursuant to35U.S,C.25L 

(1) Specification, including claims. The entire specification, including the claims, of the patent 
for which reissue is requested must be fiimished in the form of a copy of the printed patent, in 
double column format, each page on only one side of a single sheet of paper. If an amendment of 
the reissue appUcation is to be included, it must be made pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section. 
The formal requirements for papers making up the reissue application other than those set forth in 
this section are set out in § 1.52. Additionally, a copy of any disclaimer (§ 1.321), certificate of 
correction (§§ 1.322 through 1.324), or reexamination certificate (§ 1.570) issued in the patent 
must be included. (See also § 1.178). 

Basis for Making Amendments 

2. Applicant is again reminded that 37 CFR 1.121 does not govern the process for the 
making of amendments in Reissue applications. As applicant's most recent amendment has 
included both unmarked and completely underlined claims, the completely underlined claims have 
been entered in the application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3 . Claims 1 - 1 2 are allowed . 

Conclusion 

4. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: 
The specification has no^been presented in this Reissue application in the manner 

required by 37 CFR 1.173(a)(1) as set forth above. 



•f 
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Art Unit: 3618 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0,G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

5. The Group and/or Art Unit location of your application in the PTC has changed. To aid 
in correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Group Art Unit 3618. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to F. Vanaman whose telephone number is (703) 308-0424. Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 
or faxed to : 

(703) 305-3597 or 305-7687 (for formal communications intended for entry; 

informal or draft communications may be faxed to the same number but should be 

clearly labeled "UNOFFICIAL" or "DRAFT") 
The Office has also established electronic fax servers for Technology Center 3600 as 
follows: 

703-872-9326 (Official communications) 
703-872-9327 (Official After Final conmiunications) 
703-872-9325 (Customer Service) 



F. VANAMAN 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 



F. Vanaman 
September 5, 2002 



